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the knowledge of several; all my moments, all my
thoughts are there, thence depart, and thither return.
Should the product be no greater (and I may say to you
that you cannot yet estimate the whole product, for the
greatest of my labors are still in my desk),* it must
either be the fault of my own incapacity or of my situ-
ation; perhaps of both, and perhaps also of the latter
only. But here I am wholly, and, as a man of thirty-
seven, ought not to be wholly, devoted to nullities; for
nullities they are If nothing be produced, nothing effected,
either in behalf of myself or others.

If, therefore, anything BE produced, afford me some
proof of It; and when, for example, I ask any question,
for the purpose of more effectually executing my trust,
let it be answered. When I say it is necessary I should
have a plan of operations of such or such a kind to pro-
pose, because I shall be immediately questioned on the
subject, and shall lose an opportunity which probably
may never be recovered should I be caught unprovided,
let such a plan of operations be sent me.

If all this is to have any good effect in my favor, let
me be told so; for in my present situation I have great
need of encouragement, if it were but to empower me
to yield without madness to the impulses of my zeal. I
say without madness; for, to speak only of the vilest,
but, notwithstanding, the most palpable of wants, when
I perceive that I am very unable to make my accounts
balance with my present appointments, ought I not to
clog the down-hill wheel? And what have I to hope from
these appointments, when I recollect how much they are
in arrear; and that a change of Ministry may increase
my personal debts with the sums which my friends have
advanced me, for the service of those who cannot be
Ignorant I am myself incapable of making such advances?
Yet, should I stop, is there not an end to all utility
from what I have hitherto effected? Shall I then have
anything remaining except regret for time lost, and the
deep, the rankling affliction of having attached people to

*Tbe author no doubt refers to his ^ffistoire de la Monarchic prus*
sunnedam assisted by the labor and
